What is an Art Appraisal?

An art appraisal is a professional evaluation of an
artwork's value and significance. It includes a detailed
analysis of the piece, considering multiple factors to
ensure accuracy and credibility.

Art Appraisal Documentation Includes:

Artwork Description: Comprehensive details such as
dimensions, annotations, signature, title, location, and a
condition report highlighting the artwork's state of
conservation.

Artist Biography: A concise overview of the artist's
background and achievements.

Auction Records: Relevant market data, including sales
history of comparable works.

Authenticity Assessment: A general evaluation of the
artwork's legitimacy.



Comparative Analysis: Examination of similar works by the
same artist, focusing on style and period.

Value Estimates: Both fair market value and replacement
value, with explanations on their differences provided in
future blog posts.

Our Appraisal Process:

Fees are proposed after an initial review of the artwork and
only if its value justifies the appraisal costs.

Appraisals are conducted exclusively for artworks we are
confident in authenticating.

Adherence to Standards:

All appraisals comply with the rigorous guidelines and
ethics of major professional bodies, including:

American Society of Appraisers
American Appraisers Association

American Society of Certified Appraisers



Comprehensive Services for Collectors:

For those requiring an in-depth report, our appraisals may
include:

|ldentifying the maker, school, workshop, or manufacturer
of the item.

Determining the original use, origin, social context, and
historical significance when applicable.

Fees and Timeline:

Fees are based on time, materials, and the complexity of
the assignment.

Physical inspection of the artwork is typically required.

A cost estimate is provided upfront for your approval
before we proceed.

Our commitment to integrity and professional standards
ensures reliable appraisals tailored to your needs.



Art Appraisal vs. Art Authentication

Itis a common misconception in the U.S. to equate art
appraisal with art authentication. However, these are
two distinct processes with different purposes and
implications:

Art Appraisal

An art appraisal is an assessment of an artwork's
value, typically expressed as either fair market value
or replacement value. It does not determine or
guarantee authenticity, nor does it hold the appraiser
responsible if the item is later found to be a forgery or
a copy.

Fair Market Value (FMV):

The price for which the item would be sold in a
voluntary transaction between a willing buyer and
seller. Auction prices are often considered FMV.

Replacement Value:

The cost to replace the artwork at current market
prices, often sourced from galleries. Gallery
prices are frequently higher—sometimes double
or triple auction values.



Art Authentication

The art authentication process is a rigorous

examination to verify an artwork's legitimacy. Unlike
appraisals, it involves:

. Comparative Analysis:

- Comparison with other works by the same
artist and from the same period.

- Comparison with works of similar style or
movement.

Historical Research:

- Tracing provenance and reestablishing the
painting’s history.

- Examining records to place the work in the
artist's official "catalogue raisonné."

. Scientific and Physical Analysis:
- Signature and handwriting analysis.

- On-site examination of painting materials,
including pigments, supports, and brushwork.



- Specialized tests, such as UV (Wood lamp)
inspection.

Key Distinction

Art appraisal provides a monetary value but does not
confirm authenticity. Authentication, however, seeks
to establish an artwork's genuineness through
meticulous research and expert analysis.

Authenticity and Sole Recognized Authenticators

Each significant artist has a sole recognized
authenticator responsible for certifying their works.
Neither Sotheby's, Christie's, nor any major gallery can
independently authenticate an artwork. Instead, they
consult recognized authenticators before accepting
items for auction.

Challenges in the Authentication Process

In the U.S., the risk of legal action has led some
foundations, like those for Warhol, Pollock, Haring,
and De Kooning, to cease offering authentication
services. If an artwork lacks prior authentication,
building a robust file with verifiable evidence becomes
the only viable alternative.



This file may include indisputable documentation and
analysis to support its authenticity, but without
recognition from the sole authenticator, the status of
the artwork remains uncertain.

Understanding these distinctions ensures clarity
when seeking professional assistance for your
artworks.



